position, till this very democratic permission finds a painful response, by the strong feelings of dread and reluctance, with which most patients submit to the operation.
To the reflecting dental surgeon, who appreciates the feelings of those who ask his professional assistance, and is emulated with the laudable desire to attain the highest point of professional excellence, will not look upon any thing that may tend to illustrate or explain any feature of this operation with indifference.
The pain necessarily attendant on the removal of a tooth can be greatly abridged, and the certainty of a successful issue much enhanced, by adopting such preparatory measures as the circumstances of the case would seem to demand in securing the desired end. But that there are hundreds in our own profession who never adopt any precautionary measures, or examine the indications connected with the proposed operation, or certain caution to be exercised, but rather trust to the fortunate chance of accident, is a truth that does not demand for its establishment, 
